
REGULAR MEETING
TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
OCTOBER 1, 2008

WEDNESDAY - 2:00 P.M.
TOWN HALL

The Historic Preservation Commission held a regular meeting on Wednesday, October 1, 2008.
Members present were Bob Kearney, Herbert Nelson, David Felmet, Bette Sprecher, Malinda
Messer, Sandra Owen and Peter Sterling.  Absent were Nikki Owens (on maternity leave) and
Shawn Leatherwood (unknown).  Also present were Planning Director Paul Benson and Deputy
Town Clerk Freida Rhinehart.  Chairperson Bette Sprecher called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes of September 3, 2008

David Felmet requested that on Page 2, Section # 4 the second and third sentences should be
omitted.  He then moved, seconded by Herbert Nelson, that the minutes be approved as revised.  The
motion carried unanimously.

Draft Letter Regarding Historic Haywood County Hospital

Revisions were made to the letter drafted by Paul Benson.  Bette Sprecher stated that Shawn
Leatherwood made the appeal to the Board of Commissioners not to demolish the building.  The
Commissioners responded it would not be torn down, but members of the Historic Preservation
Commission thought it might be wise to have a letter of support on record.  Ms. Sprecher said that
Mr. Leatherwood is the spokesperson on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission but other
members of the Commission should show support by their presence if the matter comes before the
County Commissioners in the future.  Bob Kearney said if the County Commissioners appoint a
committee to look into this, Historic Preservation Commission should definitely have a
representative on that committee.  

Malinda Messer asked if all the Historic Preservation members could sign the letter.  Mr. Benson
replied they could, but the letter would have to be two pages.  Mr. Benson told the members to make
any changes they would like to the letter.  

It was also noted that the Hospital building should be designated as a historic landmark.  The County
Commissioners should be made aware of this.

Sandra Owen pointed out that many of the trees facing Main Street are memorial plantings.
Therefore, the grounds should be preserved as well.  

Bette Sprecher reminded the members that the election in November might result in a different
perspective of preserving the Hospital building.  



David Felmet moved, seconded by Herbert Nelson,  to have Mr. Benson make revisions to the letter
and Bette Sprecher will sign so the letter can be mailed as soon as possible.  The motion carried
unanimously.
 
Other Items of Business

Bette Sprecher reported that Ted Alexander plans to come next Spring to do an all day workshop
at the Haywood County Library.  Commissions from surrounding counties will be invited.  Mr.
Benson said the only expense would be for his travel.

Each member has been assigned an inventory area for identifying potential historic landmark
buildings.  Ms. Sprecher asked members to have their lists completed by the next meeting.  Then
a letter encouraging application for historic landmark designation will be composed and mailed to
each property owner.  

Bob Kearney moved, seconded by David Felmet, that each Commission member present a list of
five prioritized properties in their district at the next meeting.  From this list, individual property
owners will be contacted encouraging restoration of their property for designation as a historic
landmark.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Peter Sterling pointed out that some properties in each district might be beyond the point of
restoration.   Bob Kearney agreed that every property might not be suitable for designation due to
its condition.  

Mr. Felmet asked how many properties have been approved.  Mr. Benson responded that 12 or 13
have already been designated.  Mr. Kearney said by doing these inventories the number of properties
receiving designation might increase. 

Sandra Owen said some people are afraid if their property receives designation as a historic
landmark,  they might not be able to re-sell for a good price.  Ms. Sprecher added that others just
don’t want to take the time to go through the process.  Malinda Messer said that it would be helpful
to promote  the idea that market values would increase as a result of designation. 

Discussion followed about the Williamson house on Walnut Street.  Mr. Felmet said Stanley
Williamson will be in town this month.  He is the son who has been most interested in restoration
of the house.  Ms. Messer stated that many of the improvements made are now deteriorated by
weathering.  

Bob Kearney wrote a letter several months ago to Attorney Jack Kersten to give to each son but has
had no response.  Ms. Owen suggested writing an individual letter to each of the three brothers.  Mr.
Benson said a plan was presented to restore the house but most of the historic integrity has been
destroyed and the work was never completed.  He suggested sending a letter to all three brothers
stating the Commission is disappointed the work has stopped and since it has been a period of years,
there is no choice but to recommend that the designation be removed.  

Malinda Messer moved, seconded by David Felmet, that a letter be sent to all three brothers stating



the Commission’s recommendation of historic designation will be removed since no work has been
done on the house for a period of years.  The motion carried with Bob Kearney abstaining.  

Bob Kearney reported on the brochures.  The graphic designer has left The Mountaineer.  The
material is still in tact.  Monies for the brochures is to be solicited from the Town of Waynesville,
the Chamber of Commerce and Haywood County.  Paul Benson will place a request for $1,000 (1/3
of the cost) from the Town next spring to be included in next year’s budget.   

Adjournment

With no further business, David Felmet moved, seconded by Malinda Messer to adjourn the meeting
at 3:50 p.m.

______________________________________ _____________________________________
Freida F. Rhinehart Bette H. Sprecher
Deputy Town Clerk Chairman


